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EGYPT CLAIMS FIRST RUNNER UP IN SHELL INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION "IMAGINE THE FUTURE"
THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO AUC-07 TEAM IS FIRST RUNNER UP WORLDWIDE WITH A PROJECT ON THE FUTURE VISION OF ALEXANDRIA IN 2050


Cairo, 15 September 2021: The American University in Cairo AUC-07 team has claimed the first runner up position in Shell’s “Imagine the Future” global competition for the 2020/2021 season. The competition was held virtually on August 26th, where the team presented their project which discussed the future of the Egyptian city of Alexandria in 2050. The AUC-07 team qualified after winning the local competition, claiming the title after competing with over 800 students from 61 teams. It is worth mentioning that a team from Thailand won the first place in the global competition.

Shell's "Imagine the Future" competition is part of the company's social investment initiatives. The competition aims to support creative and innovative thinking among university students and convey their vision of the future. The AUC team presented scenarios and ideas that provide more efficient and sustainable energy solutions for the challenges that Egypt could be facing by 2050. 

AUC-07’s project "What the Future Will Look Like in Alexandria in 2050” included creative visions for a promising future and a healthy environment, free of emissions, relying on clean and renewable energy sources for the development of Alexandria. In a future where climate change is inevitable, the Egyptian team looked at variables such as the dominating economic systems, climate action, social well-being and digitalisation to formulate two scenarios on “What the Future Will Look Like in Alexandria in 2050”. The first scenario, entitled Modern Atlantis, included environmentally conscious capitalism that helps the environment recover and enhance individuals’ quality of life. The second scenario, called Green Osiris, involved the international community adopting Eco-Socialism 2.0. Egypt, including Alexandria, would reach zero-net emissions through implementing progressive policies and utilising nuclear energy; society would shift from hedonistic consumerism to a leisure-rich lifestyle that is filled with solidarity, curiosity and self-expression.

The members of the AUC-07 team expressed their happiness and enthusiasm toward their accomplishment. Lara Shaheen, AUC-07 team leader, said, “We are proud to represent Egypt in the finals of the “Imagine the Future” global competition, and win 2nd place globally. During the preparation for the competition, we faced many challenges, however we succeeded in overcoming them and making our nation proud. We extend our gratitude to Shell, which provided us with all the means of support and assistance in the development of our country.”

Khaled Kacem, Chairman of Shell Companies in Egypt, said “We are proud of the Egyptian team’s accomplishment. AUC-07 was able to achieve an advanced position, proving once again that Egypt has many young, capable, energetic and creative people who are able to plan and build a better future that supports environmental preservation and achieves sustainable development.

Nashwa Saleh, Social Investment Manager in Shell Egypt, said “The AUC-07 team's project demonstrated Egypt's ability to meet global energy challenges and find innovative solutions to create high-end urban communities that use clean and renewable energy sources to ensure a brighter and optimistic future for the next generations. Shell is keen to support young talent and professionals through our social investment programmes and we have launched a number of pioneering programmes aimed at enhancing and developing the capabilities of Egyptian youth.”

Ms. Saleh added “Shell's role does not stop at organizing the competition but extends to preparing and qualifying these creative young potentials to be future leaders in important and vital areas for Egypt. Additionally, we provided them with all possible means of support after they demonstrated their capabilities and dedication in their projects.”

It is worth noting that Shell Egypt supports participating students by providing technical and practical training. The “Imagine the Future” competition is one of Shell Egypt’s many social investment activities, which also include the Shell Intilaaqah Egypt Programme, Shell Eco-Marathon, Shell's partnership with the AUC V-Lab business incubator at the American University of Cairo, Al-Amal Programme and other initiatives.
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Cautionary Note

The companies in which Royal Dutch Shell plc directly and indirectly owns investments are separate legal entities. In this press release “Shell”, “Shell Group” and “Group” are sometimes used for convenience where references are made to Royal Dutch Shell plc and its subsidiaries in general. Likewise, the words “we”, “us” and “our” are also used to refer to Royal Dutch Shell plc and its subsidiaries in general or to those who work for them. These terms are also used where no useful purpose is served by identifying the particular entity or entities. ‘‘Subsidiaries’’, “Shell subsidiaries” and “Shell companies” as used in this press release refer to entities over which Royal Dutch Shell plc either directly or indirectly has control. Entities and unincorporated arrangements over which Shell has joint control are generally referred to as “joint ventures” and “joint operations”, respectively.  Entities over which Shell has significant influence but neither control nor joint control are referred to as “associates”. The term “Shell interest” is used for convenience to indicate the direct and/or indirect ownership interest held by Shell in an entity or unincorporated joint arrangement, after exclusion of all third-party interest. 

This press release contains forward-looking statements (within the meaning of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995) concerning the financial condition, results of operations and businesses of Royal Dutch Shell. All statements other than statements of historical fact are, or may be deemed to be, forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are statements of future expectations that are based on management’s current expectations and assumptions and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results, performance or events to differ materially from those expressed or implied in these statements. Forward-looking statements include, among other things, statements concerning the potential exposure of Royal Dutch Shell to market risks and statements expressing management’s expectations, beliefs, estimates, forecasts, projections and assumptions. These forward-looking statements are identified by their use of terms and phrases such as “aim”, “ambition”, ‘‘anticipate’’, ‘‘believe’’, ‘‘could’’, ‘‘estimate’’, ‘‘expect’’, ‘‘goals’’, ‘‘intend’’, ‘‘may’’, ‘‘objectives’’, ‘‘outlook’’, ‘‘plan’’, ‘‘probably’’, ‘‘project’’, ‘‘risks’’, “schedule”, ‘‘seek’’, ‘‘should’’, ‘‘target’’, ‘‘will’’ and similar terms and phrases. There are a number of factors that could affect the future operations of Royal Dutch Shell and could cause those results to differ materially from those expressed in the forward-looking statements included in this press release, including (without limitation): (a) price fluctuations in crude oil and natural gas; (b) changes in demand for Shell’s products; (c) currency fluctuations; (d) drilling and production results; (e) reserves estimates; (f) loss of market share and industry competition; (g) environmental and physical risks; (h) risks associated with the identification of suitable potential acquisition properties and targets, and successful negotiation and completion of such transactions; (i) the risk of doing business in developing countries and countries subject to international sanctions; (j) legislative, fiscal and regulatory developments including regulatory measures addressing climate change; (k) economic and financial market conditions in various countries and regions; (l) political risks, including the risks of expropriation and renegotiation of the terms of contracts with governmental entities, delays or advancements in the approval of projects and delays in the reimbursement for shared costs; (m) risks associated with the impact of pandemics, such as the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak; and (n) changes in trading conditions. No assurance is provided that future dividend payments will match or exceed previous dividend payments. All forward-looking statements contained in this press release are expressly qualified in their entirety by the cautionary statements contained or referred to in this section. Readers should not place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. Additional risk factors that may affect future results are contained in Royal Dutch Shell’s Form 20-F for the year ended December 31, 2020 (available at www.shell.com/investor and www.sec.gov). These risk factors also expressly qualify all forward-looking statements contained in this press release and should be considered by the reader.  Each forward-looking statement speaks only as of the date of this press release, 14 September 2021. Neither Royal Dutch Shell plc nor any of its subsidiaries undertake any obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statement as a result of new information, future events or other information. In light of these risks, results could differ materially from those stated, implied or inferred from the forward-looking statements contained in this press release.

[bookmark: OpenAt]We may have used certain terms, such as resources, in this press release that the United States Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) strictly prohibits us from including in our filings with the SEC.  Investors are urged to consider closely the disclosure in our Form 20-F, File No 1-32575, available on the SEC website www.sec.gov. 
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