Political .y Opinion

Subsidies, Rationality, and Revolution:
Equnt Twe Toars Later An Riternative Perspective

P.18

P.20

D) EGYPT
% ILSGAS

N E W S P A P E R

March 2013 Issue 75 28 Pages www.egyptoil-gas.com

_’.
! i

Egunt’s Diesel
HE

ERERERE

P.16-17




Mohamed Fouad
President
Egypt Oil & Gas

0il and Gas Gels

Upon the publication of our 75th is-
sue of Egypt Oil and Gas, | must first
extend a thank you for all the sup-
port we have received over the past
7 years. Our partners, clients, adver-
tisers and affiliates have been instru-
mental fo our success and we look
forward to collaboration in the future.
It is hard to believe we are already
at our 75th issue. | feel like it was just
yesterday that | was writing this let-
ter for our 50th issue nearly two years
ago. A lot has changed since our first
issue in 2007 and | am very proud of
how far our publication has come.
We were the first oil and gas industry
newspaper in Egypt and we continue
to be the leading source of industry
information here in Egypt. We strive to
provide up to date and “hard to get”
information regarding the industry by
publishing concession maps, hand-
books, industry supplements and well
as investigative reports on issues that
affect the sector.
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Much has changed in Egypt in the
last four years. We have experi-
enced a revolution and the people
have voted in their first democratic
elections in 30 years. The political
and socioeconomic conditions of
Egypt remain uncertain. Amidst the
shifting Egyptian landscape, our pub-
lication will continually strive to be a
reliable and consistent source of in-
formation on events and frends that
impact the Egyptian oil and gas sec-
for.

| believe our experience and reputa-
tion within the industry uniquely situ-
ates Egypt Oil and Gas to be a driving
force in facilitating dialogue amongst
executives and government officials
in order to directly confront problems
and issues facing the oil and gas sec-
tor. Last March we held our first Round-
table discussion. This past January we
held our Second Annual Roundta-
ble event where agreement models
were discussed in detail. Both events
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were
extremely successful in encourag-

ing industry dialogue. | hope to hold
similar events in the future, and focus
on the formation of an industry com-
mittee comprised of key government
decision makers and top industry
executives in order to confinue dia-
logue aimed at the resolution of in-
dustry problems. | hope these efforts
will not only help in the resolution of
industry challenges, but provide a
base for future innovation, growth
and development within our sector.

| am very happy to hear that your maga-
zine has completed its 75th issue. | re-
member the day when you started the
magazine. It was your lifetime dream,
which could only be achieved through
hard work and talent. The credit for all
this also goes to you and your staff of
editors, writers and journalists, as their
sheer hard work, perseverance and de-

Hesham Ismail

termination has helped the magazine

reach this place.”

With its 75th issue, Egypt Oil
Gas Newspaper has be-
ome an indispensable ref-
ce for all professionals

e oil and gas business in

Total E&P
Managing Director

Congratulations on your
/5th issue which marks
over é years of hard work
and dedication to unite
the sector’s private and
governmental compa-
nies. Egypt Oil and Gas
succeeded on both for-
mal and informal levels
to bring viewpoints clos-
er; either via roundta-
ble meetings and semi-

Miguel Angel Vargas

Egypt Oil & Gas maga-
zine is a valuable source
of information on the
Egyptian oil and gas
market and an important
medium through which
we can promote our ser-
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vices.

nars, which have always
been praised for the or-
ganization, caliber of
participants and over-
all professional atmos-
phere, or via Romadan
Football  Tournament,
that has become the
highlight of the sector’s
sports activities.

Egypt Oil & Gas has been
a valuable resource for
industry information as

as addressing key indu
issues. We look forwar
further collaboratio

able Egypt to achie

rich hydrocarbo

Jeroen R
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A State of Anxiety

It should be obvious that an
increasingly palpable sense
of worry is creeping into the
Egyptian energy market. In
addition to more widespread
and recurrent political protests
occurring in Port Said, Mahalla
and Mansoura, this month also
witnessed protests of a more
specific nature aimed at plans
to adjust energy subsidies.
With near simultaneity, cement
and brick workers violently pro-
tested diesel price increases
and recent reports of the im-
pending reduction in bread
subsidies will invariably yield
similar unrest.

These specific events are
obviously disconcerting but
exacerbated by the broader
issues of sociopolitical instabil-
ity due to rising inflation and
the related currency devalua-
tion. The contemporary politi-
cal and socioeconomic state
of Egypt is anxiety inducing for
residents as well as foreign in-

Julie Herrick
Editor in Chief

vestors thus prompting urgent
questions regarding steps that
can be taken to remedy the
rapidly declining state of af-
fairs. Of course, these ques-
tions might also be directed
toward to the Egyptian oil and
gas sector specifically. Despite
government efforts this month
to pay back the billions of dol-
lars in arrears owed to inferna-
tional oil companies, the ques-
fion must be asked... “Is it too
little too late?2” Despite opti-
mism expressed by IOCs about
potential within the sector, we
should perhaps also consider
at what point the benefits of
rational problem solving, inside
and outside the sector, might
be overwhelmed by the social
and political consequences
of resolving present economic
difficulfies.
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WHEN VERSATILITY COUNTS...

MV FUGRO NAVIGATOR

The Fugro Navigator the only specialist geoscience survey vessel dedicated to the Egyptian market. The Navigator’s
multi-role capability allows her to undertake a wide range of survey activities, such as geophysical and geotechnical
surveysfordrill sitesand pipelines, ROV surveysandinspections,and high resolution seismic surveysand environmental

surveys.

As a specialist survey vessel, the Navigator offers significant advantages over vessels of opportunity by offering:

. Greater versatility

. Improved safety performance

. Reduced weather standby costs

. The ability to respond quicker to requests for projects

. Hull-mounted sensors produce that higher quality data
. Reduced turnaround time for reporting

The Navigator is permanently equipped with a wide range of geophysical equipment for deep and shallow-water
operations while ROV systems and geotechnical and environmental equipment are be mobilized to the vessel on a
project-by-project basis. She has carried out an average of 15 survey projects each year since her introduction in early
2008, in water depths from as shallow as 10m to over 1300m.
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Qarun Completes Activities on New Well

Qarun  Petroleum Company
recently completed drilling one
developmental well. The driling
occurred in the company conces-
sion area in the Western Desert.
Qarun is a joint venture between
the Egyptian General Petroleum
Corporation (EGPC) and Apache.

The HEBA-302 oil producing well
was drilled to a depth of 7,070 feet
utilizing the EDC-63 rig. Operation-
alinvestments surrounding the drill-
ing process reached 965,145 USD.
Qarun production rates during
January 2013 reached 1,553,067
barrels of crude ail.

BAPETCO Drills New Developmental Well

BAPETCO Petroleum Company
recently concluded driling a new
developmental well. The drilling op-
eration occurred in the company’s
concession area in the Western De-
sert. BAPETCO is a joint venture be-
tween the Egyptian General Petro-
leum Corporation (EGPC) and the
Shell Corporation. The AL FADL-27
(AL FADL-IE) oil producing develop-

mental well was drilled to a depth
of 4,774 feet utilizing the EDC-72 rig.
Drilling expenditures are esftimated
at 1.448 million USD. BAPETCO pro-
duction rates of crude oil and con-
densates reached 1,031,647 bar-
rels while natfural gas production
reached 1,957,321barrels equivalent
as the end of January 2013.

Apache Concludes Drilling of Exploratory Well

Apache recently drilled an ex-
ploratory well in the Western De-
sert. Total investments associated
with the project are estimated at
5.309 million USD. The WKAL-F-1X
oil-producing exploratory well was
drilled to a depth of 16,450 feet via
the EDC-1 rig. The drill was aban-
doned and considered dry.

GPC Resumes Its Activities In The Western Desert

GPC Company recently started
drilling a new developmental well.
The driling operation occurred
in the company’'s concession
area in the Western Desert. The
S.SENNAN-3 oil-producing devel-
opmental well was driled to a
depth of 7,080 feet utilizing the ST-4
rig. GPC production rates during
January 2013 reached 2,167,595

barrels of crude oil and conden-
sates while natural gas production
reached 204,365 barrels.

DUBLIN Concludes Drilling of New Developmental
Well

Within the context of its 2012-
2013 driling plan, DUBLIN Petrole-
um Company has recently finished
the drilling process of a new devel-
opmental well. The driling opera-
tion occurred in the company’s
concession area in the Eastern De-
sert. The MESEDA H-7 oil producing

——_

developmental well was drilled to
a total depth of 4,800 ft utilizing
the 7J-45L rig. Total investments as-
sociated with the project are esti-
mated at 928,921 USD. The drilling
operations lasted for 18 days start-
ing from 8/12/2012 to 26/12/2012.

Retraction: Vega Petroleum Limited
Operating in Gebel El Zeit Offshore Concession

Vega Petroleum Limited (VPL), a
privately owned exploration and
production company established
in the British Virgin Islands with its
principals from the Middle East,
announced today that it has suc-
cessfully received approval for
working interest and operatorship
in the Ras El Ush (REU) field in the
Gebel El Zeit Offshore Concession.
The working interest was acquired
from Canadian E&P Company,
Dover Investment Ltd by EGPC.

Vega is the main stakeholder
and operator of REU owning 82

percent of the concession rights.
REU concession covers a fotal
area of 9.31 sg km in the Gulf of
Suez, one of Egypt’'s most prolific
petroleum provinces, which con-
tributes 80 percent to the coun-
fry’'s reserves and more than 75
percent of its production.

Haytham Ataya, Managing Di-
rector of Vega Petroleum Limited
said: “This award is a key opera-
tional milestone for Vega. It dem-
onstrates Vega's commitment
and capability to a long-term
presence in Egypt.

ESHPETCO Concludes Drilling

Developmental Well

ESHPETCO recently drilled a de-
velopmental well in the Eastern
Desert. ESHPETCO is a joint venture
between EGPC and Lukoil Russian
Corporation. Total investments as-
sociated with the project are es-
timated at 1.983 million USD. The

RE-38 oil-producing developmen-
tal well was drilled to a depth of
5622 ft via the EDC-6 rig. The drill-
ing operations took around 24
days beginning October 4th and
concluded on October 28th 2012.

BAPETCO Drills New exploratory Well

BAPETCO Pefroleum Company
has recently concluded the drill-
ing a new exploraftory well. The
drilling operation occurred in the
company's concession areain the
Western Desert. BAPETCO is a joint
venture between the Egypfian
General Petroleum Corporation
(EGPC) and Shell Corporation. The

BED 3-C4W-B oil producing exploratory
well was drilled to a depth of 12,829
feet utilizing the EDC-51 rig. The drilling
expenditures are estimated at 3.566
million USD. BAPETCO production rates
of crude oil and condensates reached
1,031,647 barrels while natural gas
production reached 1,957,321barrels
equivalent as the end of January
2013.

Khalda Drills New Well

Khalda Company began drill-
ing a new developmental well.
Khalda is a joint venture be-
tween the Egyptian General
Petroleum Corporation (EGPC)
and Apache American Corpo-
rafion. The drilling operations
occurred in the company’s con-
cession area in the Western De-
sert. The UNAS-11 oil-producing
developmental well was drilled

to a depth of 6,400 feet utiliz-
ing the EDC-66 rig. Operational
investments surrounding the drill-
ing process reached 315,000
USD. khalda production rates
of crude oil and condensates
reached 4,255,238 barrels while
natural gas production reached
4,985,714 barrels equivalent as
the end of January 2013.

Agiba Drills New Developmental Well

Agiba Company recently start-
ed drilling a new developmental
well. Khalda is a joint venture be-
tween the Egyptian General Pe-
troleum Corporation (EGPC) and
Mitsui with 10 percent shares, and
IEOC with 40 percent shares. The
drilling operation occurred in the
company's concession areain the
Western Desert.

The RAML 28 oil-producing de-

velopmental well was drilled to
a depth of 4,700 feet utilizing the
PDI-147 rig. Operational invest-
ment surrounding the drilling
process reached approximately
978,000 USD. Agiba production
rates of crude oil and condensates
reached 1,663,888 barrels while nat-
ural gas production reached 54,038
barrels equivalent as the end of Jan-
uary 2013.

Kuwait Energy Drills
New Developmental
Well

Kuwait Energy Petroleum Com-
pany recently started the drilling
process for a new developmen-
tal well. The drilling operation oc-
curred in the company’s conces-
sion area in the Eastern Desert.
The YUSR- 58 ST-1 oil producing
well was drilled to a total depth of
4,324 feet utilizing the ECDC-1 rig.
Driling expenditures surrounding
the project are estimated at 1.826
million USD.

Qarun Completes
Activities on Two Wells

© Apache Corporation

Qarun Petroleum Company re-
cently completed driling two new
exploratory wells. The drilling oper-
afions occurred in the company’s
concession area in the Western
Desert. Qarun is a joint venture be-
tween the Egyptian General Pe-
froleum Corporation (EGPC) and
Apache Corporation.

The HEBA-700X oil-producing
exploratory well was drilled to a
depth of 6,935 feet utilizing the
EDC-63 rig. Operational invest-
menfts surrounding the drilling pro-
cess are estimated at 1.090 million
USD. The well was abandoned
and is considered dry.

The second well, the WONC-
3X oil-producing exploratory well
was drilled to a depth of 11,775 ft.
utilizing the EDC-47 rig. Driling ex-
penditure in the well are estimatd
at 2.776 million USD.

1 Government recently signed

EE 2n agreement fo schedule the
pefroleum ministry debfs fo
Pefronas and BG companies.

1 The recent natural gas discover- ]
“ ies in the West Manzala Conces-
sion area in the Nile Delfa refer

fo the great potentials in this

Government plans fo pay 25% of 1
ifs debfs fo foreign parfners. Such
agreement will include the pay-
ment of those debfs with Egypfian
pound instead of USD. The government

Dana Gas is keen fo supporf ifs pres-
ence and sfrengthen ifs investments
in Egypt. The company is fthe sixth
largest nafural gas producer in Egypf.
The company is currenfly planning fo

area. That will promofe the company fo
speed up the implementation of the plans
and programs of research, exploration
and development in the light of the high
economic feasibility of the work in this
area.

increase ifs fufure production fo exceed 200
MMcf per day. The recenf posifive measures
faken by the Ministry of Pefroleum in coop-
eration with Egypfian pefroleum companies
encourage investors fo increase the volume of
their investments in Egypf.

Rashid El-Jarwan, h

Executive Director ,"
of Dana Gas f

The ministry is working hard fo pay off
all the debfs fo foreign companies in
Egypt. The Pefroleum Ministry is also
working on scheduling debfs fo foreign
oil companies operafing in Egypf.

had reached fthat agreement in an affempt
fo solve the current energy problem and
natural gas shortages, which led fo the sus-
pension of projects during fthe last period.
The government will pay the rest of debfs in
installments over the coming period.

Minister of Petroleum
Osama Kamal,
obtained from
Ministry of Petroleum
Electronic Gate

Hatem Saleh,

The Minister of Industry
f and Foreign Trade, El-
ha Wath News Onlin

Dr. Patrick Allman,
the General Manager of |
Dana Gas 4

- 2ud
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Khalda Drills Three New Wells

Khalda Company recently start-
ed the driling process for one ex-
ploratory and two developmental
wells. Khalda is a joint venture be-
tween the Egyptian General Pe-
troleum Corporation (EGPC) and
Apache Corporation. The drilling
operations occurred in the com-
pany’'s concession area in the
Western Desert.

The E. RZK-98 oil-producing ex-
ploratory well was drilled to a
depth of 9,521 feet utilizing the
EDC-65 rig. Investments surround-
ing the drilling process reached
approximately 1.712 million USD.

The well was abandoned and is
considered dry.

The second well, the UNAS-13
oil-producing developmental
well, was drilled to a total depth
of 6,415 feet using the EDC-66 rig.
Driling expenditures for the well
are estimated around 400,000
usD.

The third well, the NRQ 255-2 oil
producing exploratory well, was
drilled to a depth of 8,706 feet uti-
lizing the EDC-67 rig. Investments
surrounding the drilling process
are estimated at 1.476 million USD.

Petrosilah Concludes Drilling of

Exploratory Well

Petrosilah recently driled an
exploratory well in the Western
Desert. Pertrosilah is a joint ven-
ture between EGPC and Merlon
International. Total investments
associated with the project are
estimated at 2.418 million USD. The
YOUNIS-1X oil-producing explora-
tory well was drilled to a depth
of 9,730 feet using the EDC-53 rig.
Petrosilah production rates during
January 2013 reach 111,973 bar-

rels of crude ail.

Petrobel Completes Drilling of Well in Sinai

Petrobel has recently completed
the driling of a developmental well
in its Sinai concession area. Petrobel
is a joint venture between EGPC and
ENI. The oil producing well, labeled
BLS-10 was drilled fo a fotal depth of
10,030 feet using the ST-12 rig. Op-
erational investments surrounding the
project are estimated at 3.664 million
USD. Petrobel production rates of
crude oil and condensates reached
3,797,036 barrels while natural gas
production reached 8,126,080 bar-

rels equivalent as the end of Janu-
ary 2013.

ZETICO Drills New Exploratory Well

East Zeit Petroleum Company (ZETI-
CO) recently completed driling a new
exploratory well in its Eastern Desert
concession. ZETICO is a joint venture
between the Egyptian General Petro-
leum Corporation (EGPC) and DANA
Petroleum. The E.MATR-2X gas-produc-
ing exploratory well was drilled to a

depth of 5,365 feet utilizing the TANMIA
rig. Drilling expenditures amounted to
2.566 million USD. Zetico production
rates of crude oil and condensates
reached 239,519 barrels while natu-
ral gas production reached 158,68
barrels equivalent as the end of
January 2013.

PetroSilah Concludes Drilling of

Exploratory Well
PetroSilah recently concluded
driling an exploratory well in the
Western Desert. PerfroSilah is a
joint venture between EGPC and
Merlon International. Total invest-
ments associated with the pro-
ject are estimated at 1.720 million

USD. The WARD-2 oil-producing
exploratory well was drilled to
a depth of 8,800 feet using the
EDC-49 rig. PetroSilah production
rates for January 2013 reached
116,973barrels of crude oil.

Declining Natural Gas Supplies to Jordan

Egyptian supplies of natural gas
to Jordan fell substantially as a re-
sult of ongoing political instability.
According to Egypt Daily News
the Jordanian Ministry of Energy
stated that Egyptian exports of
natural gas declined to 80 mil-
lion cubic feet (mcf) per day in
early February, which is one-third
of the 240 (mcf) outlined in the
gas agreement between Jordan
and Egypt. In 2009 Egyptian gas
accounted for 80 percent of Jor-
dan’s electrical generation needs.

In 2012 that figured decreased by
18 percent. Natural gas exports
from Egypt to Jordan have been
unstable for two years as a result
of numerous pipeline bombings
in the Sinai and recurrent politi-
cal instability in Cairo. The drop in
Egyptian gas supplies forced Jor-
dan to rely upon oil imports, which
substantially increased the Jorda-
nian national energy bill to JD 4.4
billion. The decrease prompted
Jordanian officials to question the
future security of Egyptian natural
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gas imports.

Dana Gas Profits Grow 20 Percent

Dana Gas PJSC recorded a net
profit growth of 20 percent in 2012.
Profit rose from $138 million in 2011
to $165 million in 2012. Sales de-
creased from $690 million to $636
million as Dana reduced produc-
tion in Egypt. Dana collected $301
million in payments from the Egyp-
fian and Iraqi Kurdish authorities,
but did not specify the remaining
amount owed. The company’s
cash balance increased by 47
percent from $112 million in 2011
to $165 million in 2012 and total as-
sets were at $3.5 billion.

In 2012, Dana averaged about

60,00 barrels of oil equivalent from
Egypt and the Kurdistan Region of
Irag. In Egypt, the company im-
plemented a more conservative
cash policy due to the delays in
collection. Additionally, there was
a suspension of Liquefied Petro-
leum Gas (LPG) production in the
Kurdistan region of Iraq after an
accident damaged the LPG load-
ing bay. Dana expects to see in-
creased production in 2013 when
the loading bay in Iraq is repaired
and new discoveries in Egypt are
brought intfo production.

Khalda Drills New Developmental Well

Khalda Company recently com-
menced drilling of a new devel-
opmental well. Khalda is a joint
venture between the Egypfian
General Pefroleum Corporation
(EGPC) and Apache American
Corporation. The drilling opera-
fions occurred in the company’s

concession area in the Western
Desert. The KHEPRI-38 oil-produc-
ing developmental well was drilled
fo a depth of 7,400 feet utilizing
the EDC-19 rig. Investments sur-
rounding drilling process reached
approximately 99,000 USD.

PetroCeltic News

Petfroceltic’s Mesaha-1 well was
plugged and abandoned after
failing to encounter hydrocarbon
indicators. Drilling was executed
by the EDC-9 rig and reached a
total depth of 6,958 feet. The total
cost was $10.3 million according
to their press release.

The South Damas-2 develop-
ment well in the Nile Delta was
successfully driled to 4,700 feet
using the Tanmia-1 rig. The well is
expected to start production in

late February. The well, having
penetfrated 96 feet of high quality
gas-bearing sands in the Messinian
formation, is expected to increase
the total South Damas field pro-
duction rate to over 20 mmcfpd.

Their East Dikirnis-1 development
well is now in production following
a successful tie back to the near-
by West Dikirnis facilities. The well
is processing at a restricted rate
in order to gather reservoir perfor-
mance data.

Eni makes new
discovery
Developmental Well

ENI made a new oil discovery in
the Western Desert from the NFW

‘Rosa North 1X' well located in
the Meleiha Concession. The well
encountered a total pay of 80
meters in good-quality sandstone
in the Bahariya, Alam El Beiub,
Khatatba and Ras Qattarta reser-
voirs. The Rosa North 1X discovery
follows another discovery in the
Emry Deep field in May 2012. This
discovery proves that the Meleiha
concession still has potential, es-
pecially in deep untapped areas.
ENI has a 56% working interest in
the Meleiha Concession through
its affiliate IEOC, with partner Lukoil
(24%) and Mitsui (20%).

Butane Love
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SEgypt News

BG Forgoes Production Targets for Egypt

Britsh company BG reported
that it does not expect to meet a
medium-term production target of
one milion b/d oil equivalent by
2015. According to fourth quarter
results total barrels of oil equivalent
were down 2 percent from the year
before as a result of issues with res-
ervoir performance in Egypt and
facility shutdowns in the UK North
Sea. Production averaged 657,000
boe/d in 2012. In Egypt, production
was down due to significant reser-
voir problems. Production will con-

tinue to decline until new develop-
ment wells come on-stream in 2014.

Dana Petroleum to Develop New Oil Field

- -L_q.- s kT

Following the successful comple-
tion of an exploration well, Dana
Petroleum announced that they
would proceed with the develop-
ment of the Nefertiti oil field in the
Gulf of Suez. This is the first offshore
field the company has explored by
drilling extended reach wells from
an onshore location.

The Egyptian government gave
Dana Petroleum, in partnership
with INPEX, the approval after the
Netertiti-2x well fested at a maxi-

mum stabilized flow rate of 1,850
bpd with an Electrical Submersible
Pump (ESP). It is estimated that the
Nefertiti Field will produce around
2,500 bpd when it comes on stream
in about six months.

EGPC agreed with Dana and IN-
PEX that the Nefertiti field would be
considered a commercial field in
November 2012. The Minister of Pe-
froleum and Mineral Resources ap-
proved the lease late January 2013.

Dana Petroleum to Develop New Oil Field

Following the successful comple-
tion of an exploration well, Dana
Petroleum announced that they
would proceed with the develop-
ment of the Nefertiti oil field in the
Gulf of Suez. This is the first offshore
field the company has explored by
drilling extended reach wells from
an onshore location.

The Egyptian government gave
Dana Petroleum, in partnership
with INPEX, the approval after the
Netertiti-2x well fested at a maxi-

mum stabilized flow rate of 1,850
bpd with an Electrical Submersible
Pump (ESP). It is estimated that the
Nefertiti Field will produce around
2,500 bpd when it comes on stream
in about six months.

EGPC agreed with Dana and IN-
PEX that the Nefertiti field would be
considered a commercial field in
November 2012. The Minister of Pe-
froleum and Mineral Resources ap-
proved the lease late January 2013.

Khalda Drills New Well

Khalda Company recently con-
cluded the driling of a new explor-
atory well. Khalda is a joint venture
between the Egyptian General Pe-
froleum Corporation (EGPC) and
Apache American Corporation.
The drilling operations occurred in
the company’s concession area in

the Western Desert.

The QASR NE-1X ST-1 gas-produc-
ing exploratory well was drilled to
a depth of 14,418 feet utilizing the
EDC-8 rig. Investments on the driling
process are estimated at 3.310 mil-
lion USD.

Qarun Completes Activities on New Well

Qarun Petroleum Company re-
cently completed driling a new
exploratory well. The driling opera-
tions occurred in the company con-
cession’s area in the Western Desert.
Qarun is a joint venture between
the Egyptian General Petroleum

Corporation (EGPC) and Apache.

The HEBA - 600X oil-producing ex-
ploratory well was drilled to a depth
of 7,360 feet utilizing the EDC-63 rig.
Investments surrounding the drilling
process are estimated at 555,000
usD.

Petrosannan Completes Activities on Two Wells

Petrosannan Petroleum Compoao-
ny has recently completed drilling
two new developmental wells. The
drilling operations occurred in the
company concession’s area in the
Western Desert. Pefrosannan is a
joint venture between the Egyptian
General Petroleum Corporation
(EGPC) and Naftogaz Corporation.
The AESE-3 oil-producing develop-
mental well was drilled to a depth
of 11,385 feet utilizing the ZJ-47L rig.
Egypt Oil & Gas has been informed
that investment surrounding on the

drilling process reached approxi-
mately 2.915 million USD

The second well, the AESE 3 1/7
oil-producing developmental well
was drilled to a depth of 11,073 feet
utilizing the ZJ-47L rig. Drilling expen-
ditures in the well reached approxi-
mately 2.640 million USD. The driling
process lasted 59 days starfing from
November 16th 2012 to January
14th 2013.

Petrosannan’s production rate for
January 2013 reached 148,923 bar-
rels of crude oil.

Gas Drops Off As Oil Stays Constant for Petrobel
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Petrobel (Belayim Petroleum Com-
pany) saw a minimal drop in gas and
derivatives from August 2012 to Janu-
ary 2013. In August numbers were at

constant during the same time period,
starting at 3,754,977 barrels equivalent
in August and ending at 3,797,036 bar-
rels equivalent in January.

9.013,619 barrels before dropping to
8,126,080 barrels in January. The oil and
condensate numbers stayed relatively

No Major Fluctuations For GPC
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GPC (General Petroleum Company) saw
relatively constant numbers for their oil and
condensate, as well as gas and derivatives
production over the last 6 months. In Au-

For gas production, there was a small de-
cline over the six months from 49,107 bar-
rels equivalent in August fo 32,321 barrels
equivalent in January.

gust, oil production started at 1,242,260
barrels before dropping to its lowest num-
ber of 1,159,795 barrels in November. It
ended at 1,219,300 barrels in January.
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“Mediterrarean News

BP Sends Gas
Shipment to Israel

BP PLC sent its first liquefied
natural gas shipment to Israel via
offshore buoy in late January. Is-
rael needs the shipment to meet
its consumption demands un-
fil it starts local production at its
offshore Tamar reserve later this
year. Israel Gas Lines Co., a gov-
ernment-owned Israeli company,
built the buoy for $134 million.

Israel has been facing gas short-
ages after the cancellation of
their supply deal with East Mediter-
ranean Gas Co. from Egypt. Previ-
ously, Israel received 40 percent
of its energy needs from Egypt.
However, due to political changes
in Egypt and numerous attacks on
the pipeline in the Sinai Peninsula,
the deal was cancelled.

BP has not disclosed how much
gas Israel plans on buying or how
much it paid for its first shipment,
but the buoy can accept up to 3
million cubic meters of gas a year.
The buoy offers energy security for
Israel, as it will allow foreign com-
panies to supply gas without send-
ing it through the Sinai Peninsula.
Production at the offshore Tamar
field is scheduled to start in April.
It is estimated that the Tamar field
contains 9 trillion cubic feet of gas.

Mediterranean Fact

¢ The dry Mediterranean basin
would have been a lifeless
and hot place due to the
high salinity and areas of the
geography as much as 3
miles (4.8 kilometers) below
sea level. By comparison, the
lowest point on land today,
the shore of the Dead Sea,
is just 1,371 feet (418 meters)
below sea level.

At the level of the Mediter-
ranean, there would be 1.7
times the atmospheric pres-
sure at sea level. This means
a wind blowing there would
be 57°F to 85°F (32°C to 47°C)
hotter there than at sea
level, which may have been
scorching. The evaporates
covering the entire basin
would preclude the presence
of any plant or animal life, so
the area would have been
one of the harshest deserts
on Earth.

Italy and Algeria Bring Gas Field On Stream

Italy’s  ENI  and  Algeria’s
Sonatrach started production at
the Menzel Ledjmet East (MLE)
field in the Berkine Basin around
1,000 km from Algiers. ENI bought
the MLE permit in December 2008
from Canada'’s First Calgary Petro-
leum. The MLE field is 200 km north
of the In Amenas field. According
to company data the field can
process 9 milion cubic meters of

gas, 15,000 barrels of oil and con-
densate and 12,000 barrels of LPG.
In 2012, ENI was the largest pro-
ducerin Algeria with 80,000 barrels
of oil equivalent per day. ENI has
been working in Algeria since 1981
and currently has 24 exploration
and development licenses with an
additional 8 under development

Israel - Cyprus Partnership in

Mediterranean tion

Several news outletfs including
The Financial Mirror and Cyprus
Mail released reports concern-
ing the transfer of 30 per cent of
Noble Energy’'s share in Cyprus’
offshore Block 12. US firm Noble
Energy fransferred its gas explora-
tion rights fo Avner Oil and Gas,
and Delek Driling.  Avner and
Delek Drilling are subsidiaries of
the Delek Group, one of Israel's
largest companies as well as top
supplier of fuel to Israel. Noble,
Delek and Avner comprise the
majority shareholders in Leviathan
within Israel’s Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ). Numerous executives
and company officials expressed
optimism concerning the transfer
and the long-term partnership it

implies. Commerce Minister Neoc-
lis Sylikiotis stated the deal signifies
“a new era of strategic partner-
ship between Cyprus and Israel,”
which will, ideally, contribute fo
“condifions of prosperity, peace
and progress.” Sylikiotis also spoke
about the future potential for in-
creased collaboration. Minister
Sylikiotis  specifically mentioned
future potential for the construc-
tion of an LNG plant in order to
ship natural gas to Europe and
other international markets. Delek
CEO, Gideon Tadmor, stated that
Cyprus "has real potential of be-
coming an energy hub.” Driling
in Block 12 is expected to com-
mence in October.

Turkey’'s Energy Dilemma

it oNEHCK M §
ing Turkish News V\?eueﬂkel;s and The

Several news includ-
Nafional reported on Turkey's
energy dilemma. This week Turk-
ish Minister of Energy and Natural
Resources Taner Yildiz expressed
frustration over increased momen-
fum within Cyprus in the realm of
hydrocarbon exploration. Ten-
sions between Turkey and Cyprus
will likely confinue in this regard as
the offshore areas where maritime
borders are under dispute poten-
fially contain vast reserves of natu-
ral gas. Charles Ellinas of Cyprus
National Hydrocarbons Company
estimated that Cypriot waters
hold af least 40 frillion cubic feet
of gas. The conflict stems Cyprus’
cooperation with Italian company
Eni's for hydrocarbon exploration
in the eastern part of Mediterro-
nean. Yildiz remarked that Cyp-
riot efforts in the Mediterranean

were against international law as
the maritime borders concern-
ing the areas under exploration
were unclear and constituted an
“"undetermined economic zone."”
The legal ambiguity stems from
the fact that Ankara does not po-
litically recognize the Republic of
Cyprus, choosing only fo maintain
relations with the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus where Turkish
froops have maintained a military
presence since 1974. According
to Hurriyet Daily News. Yildiz ini-
fially demanded the cessation of
Cypriot exploration activifies in
the Mediterranean, yet recently
stated that all revenues obtained
from the drilling operations should
be evenly distributed. He further
noted, "Turkey will not cooperate
with companies who participate
in oil and gas research there until
the conditions are clarified.”

Burullus starts New drilling activities in

Mediterranean

Within the context of its 9A-
driling phase, Burullus Petroleum
Company recently released plans
to drill nine new wells. Three wells
will be exploratory and six wells
will be developmental. Burullus is
a joint venture between the Egyp-
tian General Petroleum Corpora-
tion (EGPC) and BP and Petronas
Company. The driling operations
will occur in the company’s con-
cession area in Mediterranean. BP
has already approved drilling op-
erations while approval from the
second partner, Petronas, is still
pending. Driling expenditures are
estimated at 1.5 billion USD with an
average of 60 million USD per well.

As a part of the 9A-drilling phase,
the three exploratory wells will add
about 500 bcf to the existing ap-
proved gas reserves.

In addition, Burullus will drill an-
other exploratory well in February
2013. The SCEPTER-1 gas-produc-
ing exploratory well will be drilled
to a depth of 3500 feet utilizing
OCEAN ENDEAVOR rig. Spudding
will soon occur targeting lower
Pliocene reservoir channel. The
anticipated reserve from this well is
estimated at 350 bcf. Investments
surrounded the drilling process are
estimated at 60 million USD.

Refinery Upgrade in Turkey to Get GE
TechnologyMediterranean

The Izmit Tupras refinery on the
Gulf of Izmit in Turkey will receive
a wide range of technology and
equipment from GE. Through
Téchicas Reunidas of Spain, the
refinery’s engineering, procure-
ment and consfruct contractor,
GE wiill supply two Frame 6B gas
turbines, one steam turbine and
three generators for the Tupras up-
grade project. The GE technology
will be used at a cogeneration site
that provides energy and steam
to the Tupras facility.

The Frame 6B gas turbine will
be equipped with Dry Low NOXx
(DLN) combustion technology in
order to reduce emissions. Turkey

recently passed a new law that
requires natural gas plants to limit
emissions to 50mg/Nma3.

GE also signed a Contractual
Service Agreement (CSA) to pro-
vide maintenance to Turpas for 12
years. Currently, GE has CSA's with
more than 700 sites worldwide.

The expansion plan for the co-
generation plant is expected to
begin commercial operation in
the first quarter of 2014. The Izmit
Tupras plant is one of four total fa-
cilities for Tupras in Turkey. Tupras is
the largest oil company in Turkey
and processes 28.1 million tons per
year.

Lebanon Gets Ready for Natural Gas

Auction

The Lebanese government final-
ized bidding terms for auction of its
offshore gas exploration rights. The
government will reveal qualified
bidders by late March. Numerous
companies have expressed inter-
esting in bidding despite Lebo-
non'’s low proven reserves and the
absence of supporting infrastruc-
fure.

.
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SGulf New:s

Oman arranges deals for two gas pipelines

State-owned Oman Gas Com-
pany (OGC) infends to award an
estimated $40 million contract for
the Salalah Gas Loopline in April.
The contract will account for con-
stfruction of an 85-kilometer, 32-
inch pipeline and associated fa-
cilities.

According fo News Outlet Mid-

dle East Business Inteligence
(MEED), Oman is evaluating en-
gineering,  procurement  and

construction (EPC) bids for two
gas pipelines in the southern and
central regions of Dhofar and Al-
Wusta. Contractors bidding for the

contract are Oman-based Galfar
Engineering & Contracting and In-
dia’s Larsen & Toubro. The compa-
ny also received project bids from
seventeen local and international
contractors in September 2012.
The project will balance the Nimr
gas-pumping project, completed
in 2012, which has increased the
volume of pumped gas to chemi-
cal and industrial plants around
Salalah. MEED also published that
the 157 kilometer, 20-inch carbon
steel pipeline willrun in aloop from
the Barik gas field in Al-Wusta gov-
ernorate to several valve stations.

Saudi Aramco Commits Two Billion for

Jizan Power Plant

According fo News Outlet Mid-
dle East Business Inteligence
(MEED), state-owned oil com-
pany Saudi Aramco started com-
menced efforts towards the con-
sfruction of a power plant to be
placed next to the seven billion
dollar Jizan refinery. The project is
expected to be larger than most
conventional power projects, as
it will be incorporated within the
context of refinery operations.

Aramco solicited engineering,
procurement and construction
(EPC) contractors to submit pre-
qualification documents in Febru-
ary. The deadline for submissions
is February 17 and Aramco will
then issue tenders packages to

successful confractor. A lump-sum
turnkey (LSTK) contract model will
be utilized for the project. The pro-
ject will be split into five phases: air
separation unit and oxygen sup-
ply, combined-cycle power plant,
gasification, offsite and  Ufilities,
and sulphur recovery. The project
will include a integrated gasifico-
fion combined-cycle (IGCC) pow-
er plant, which will have a capac-
ity of 2,400 megawatts and use
technology provided by the UK/
Dutch Shell Group.

Aramco took over the power
plant project from the Saudi Elec-
fricity Company (SEC), which was
previously in charge of its develop-
ment.

Fujairah oil storage capacity to grow

by 2 mcm

Oil storage capacity in the UAE
port of Fujairah is expected to rise
by two million cubic meters (mcm)
this year to just over 6 mcm. Gulf
News reported that the port lo-
cated outside the Strait of Hormuz
witnessed a major boost in the
construction of storage facilities
since late 2009. Stafistics show
that Fujairah had 4.07 mcm of oil
storage capacity at the end of
2012 with Vopak Horizon Fujairah
accounting for nearly half. Ac-
cording fo data supplied by port
officials, another 2.3 mcm of stor-
age will be added when the sev-
enth phase of Vopak Horizon's
expansion project comes online

and Singapore-based Concord
Energy and China’s Sinopec finish
their 880,000 cubic meter project.
It is expected that by 2015, Fujai-
rah’s oil storage capacity will rise
fo almost 2 mcm, according fo the
port officials.

Saudi Production Falls

Saudi Arabia reduced crude
oil production to 9.25 milion b/d
in January down from 9.45 million
b/d in December. January's rate
was the lowest since May 2011.
Due to Saudi's reduction, OPEC'’s
total production dropped as well.
It fell from 30.65 million b/d in De-
cember to 30.45 milion b/d in
January. The reduced output can
be aftributed to the seasonal re-
duction in direct burning of crude
oil for electricity in Saudi Arabia.
Other OPEC producers such as
Algeria, Kuwait, Qatar, and Libya
reported small output reductions
totaling 300,000 b/d as well. While
Angola, Irag, and Nigeria report-

ed production increases totaling
100,000 b/d.

SInternatior ol News

Saudi Arabia’s
Largest Solar Plant
Up and Running

Phoenix Solar AG, a leading in-
ternational photovoltaic system
infegrator from Germany, com-
pleted their lagship project in Ri-
yadh. The ground-mounted pho-
tovoltaic plant is located on the
King Abdullah Petroleum Studies
and Research Center (KAPSARC),
owned by Saudi Aramco and the
world’s largest oil research facility.
Over the last twenty months, Phoe-
nix Solar has installed more than
12,000 Chinese Suntech Power
panels covering an area of 55,000
square meters. The plant has a
peak power of 3.5 megawatts
and is expected to yield around
5,000 megawatt hours. The power
will be fed directly info KAPSARC's
medium voltage grid. The solar
plant is part of the US Green Build-
ing Council's LEED Certification.

The project presented many
challenges as there is litfle re-
search on the effects of desert
sand and high temperatures on
solar power plants. In order to re-
duce negative effects, the photo-
voltaic array boxes were placed
in an insulated, air-conditioned in-
verter building as opposed to out-
side in the field array. Phoenix So-
lar worked with Saudi Aramco fo
meet the requirement and stand-
ards set by Aramco on planning,
electrical work, air-conditioning
fechnology and lighting.

North Sea Crude Market
Shuffled as Shell, BP
Change Terms of Trade

Two of the major frading
companies in North Sea crude
changed the way they per-
form business in the region in
an effort to support the posi-
tion of benchmark Brent as the
price-setter for billions of dollars
in frade each day.

According to World Oil On-
line, Royal Dutch Shell PLC
(RDSB), recently updated the
terms and conditions under
which it has been frading with
counterparties in the North
Sea since 1990. The compa-
ny has added a quality pre-
mium adjustment to forward
contracts for three of the four
key regional grades. The qual-
ity premium will be added to
cargoes of Brent, Ekofisk and
Oseberg, and Shell hopes this
will provide an incentive to sell-
ers to provide more cargoes of
those grades to buyers. Shell
also aims the move will allow
for higher liquidity and better
price discovery in a physical
market that feeds through to
the setting of Dated Brent. In
an official statement concern-
ing the change Shell stated
“these changes will improve
the effectiveness of the Brent
confract as an international
price benchmark.”

AziNam Acquires Interests in Namibian Offshore

AziNam Ltd., an offshore Na-
mibia focused exploration com-
pany, has recently announced
opening of its office in Dubai.
According to the company
press release, AziNam, backed
by the Bermuda-based ener-
gy investment group Seacrest
Capital Ltd, holds interests in 6
licenses covering 67,000km2
across the Walvis and Luderitz
basins in Namibia. According
to the company press release,
the combination of heightened
industry interest along with Azi-

Nam'’s latest licensing and ex-
ploration success in geologi-
cally analogous regions makes
the area an attractive loco-
tion for hydrocarbon explora-
tion. AzINam Managing Direc-
tor, David Sturt, said in official
statement “We believe that the
Namibian Offshore region of-
fers a truly unique opportunity
to encounter world class pros-
pects which have only recently
been identified due to the ap-
plication of modern exploration
techniques.”

Japan Eager to Tap Into US Shale Gas

Japan's Tokyo Electric Power
Co (Tepco) isin the final process
of signing a deal with Cameron
LNG to import 800,000 tpy of
liquefied natural gas from the
United Statfes starting in 2017.
The proposed 20-year deal will
allow Tepco to diversify its LNG
sources. Most Japanese com-
panies rely on natural gas im-
ports to generate electricity.
In 2011, Tepco bought about
24 million tons of LNG, with the
majority of its LNG coming from
Malaysia and Brunei.

Many utilities in Japan are ea-
ger to tap into the US shale gas
market following the reduction
in their use of nuclear power af-
ter the Fukushima catastrophe.
Cameron LNG already oper-
ates a $900 million LNG import

terminal on the Gulf of Mexico
in Louisiana, but expects to con-
vert the terminal into an export-
ing LNG terminal by the end of
2017. They expect to export up
fo 13 million tpy of gas. There
is currently no infrastructure for
exporting LNG, but companies
like Cameron are building or
planning export ferminals.

i
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Industry

The Libyan Oil Minister Abd al-
Bari al-Arusi called on Saudi com-
panies to invest in his country to
develop the oil and gas sector.
According to MEES online pub-
lication, Mr. Arusi declared that
Libya currently needs assistance
with the maintenance of oil re-
fineries, in addition to technical
expertise concerning oil storage
and petrochemicals projects. The
visit was in coordination with Sau-
di Minister of Petroleum and Min-

According to an internal press
release Apache recently made
significant changes to its lead-
ership structure in an effort to
facilitate future growth and
development  internafionally.
Thomas E. Voytovich will assume
the newly created position of Ex-
ecutive Vice President of Inter-
national Operations. Voytovich
served as Vice President and
General Manager of Apache’s
operations in Egypt since 2009.
Thomas M. Maher, currently
Vice President and Manag-

Libya Seeks Saudi Investment in Oil and Gas

eral Resources Ali Al-Naimi. Their
dialogue focused on how Libya
can benefit from the Kingdom's
knowledge and experience. Mr.
Arusi noted the potential for in-
vestment opportunities in Libya
as a result of its geographic loca-
tion, which offers access to both
European and African markets.
He also pointed out future plans
for an institution within the Libyan
government devoted to affairs
related to foreign investment.

Apache Promotes Executives to Lead Growth
Initiatives

ing Director of Apache’s op-
erations in Australia, will assume
the role of Vice President and
General Manager of Apache's
Egypt operations. Apache has
enjoyed considerable success
internationally adding 16 bil-
lion in global acquisitions since
2010. G. Steven Farris, Apache’s
Chairman and CEO expressed
optimism concerning Apache's
outlook for the future. Farris stat-
ed, “Simply put, we are bigger,
stfronger and more diverse than
ever as we head into 2013.”
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Exxon’s Baton Rouge Refinery Gets $125

million Upgrade

Genesis Energy LP will spend
roughly $125 milion to improve
and develop new infrastructure
at Exxon Mobil's Baton Rouge re-
finery. Genesis will update its ex-
isting terminal in Port Hudson, LA
and connect it to the Maryland
terminal with an 18-mile crude oll
pipeline. The Baton Rouge refinery
has the capacity to handle more
than 500,000 barrels a day mak-
ing it one of the biggest refineries
in North America. Construction
will start early this year. Construc-
tion of the pipeline is expected fo
finish by the end of 2013 while the

upgrades on its Maryland Terminal
are expected by 2014. Genesis re-
ported that they struck a deal with
Exxon Mobil that will give them a
lend-lease deal at their Maryland
Terminal.

.

Iran, A New Jet Fuel Producer

With the inauguration of the
second stage of the third phase of
the development and renovation
of Abadan refinery, Iran can now
produce jet fuel. As the Abadan
refinery, the oldest in the Middle
East, becomes fully operational
it is expected to produce about
four million liters per day of Euro4
gasoline.

President ~Ahmadinejod ex-
pressed the importance of build-
ing new refineries around the
country to increase domestic pro-
duction and attain increased lev-
els of self-sufficient. By completing
development plans at some of its
oil refineries, Iran hopes to increase
their gasoline and gasoil produc-
tion capacity by 64 and 12million
liters respectively per day. In addi-
tion to gasoline and gasoil growth,
they hope to increase the produc-
tion of kerosene and jet fuel by 7.4

million liters and liquid petroleum
gas by 7.4 million liters per day.

Pressure on Ageing Australian Refineries

An Australion  parliamentary
committee reported that Austral-
ian refiners are at a competitive
disadvantage in respect to other
refineries in the region. The lower
house Standing Committee on
Economics argued that ageing fa-
cilities, high operating costs, shal-
low berths and the high dollar rate
are all putting pressure on Austral-
ian refineries, as many are unable
tfo compete with new “mega” re-
fineries of Asia.

Shell’s Clyde refinery has already
closed and Caltex’s Kurnell refin-
ery is scheduled to close as well.
This leaves Australia with only five
refineries for the entire country. In
comparison to other refineries in
the Asian region, these five are rel-
atively small or mid-sized. The clo-
sure of Clyde and the impending
closure of the Kurnell facilities are

expected to reduce Australia’s re-
fining capacity by 28 percent.

Australia is the world's ninth
largest energy producer, with en-
ergy exports reaching $69 billion
in 2010-11. They rely on 80 percent
of their crude oil from international
sources with 15 percent of that
coming from the Middle East.

Saudi Aramco and Pertamina Sign MOU for

Refinery in Indonesia

Saudi Aramco Asia Company
Limited (SAAC) and PT Pertami-
na (Persero), Indonesia’s state
oil and gas company have final-
ized negotiations to set up an $8
million joint-venture oil refinery.
They both signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding to jointly
evaluate the economic feasibil-
ity to build an integrated refining
and petrochemical project. The
refinery is expected to process
300,000 barrels of crude oil per
day and will be located in Tuban

in East Java. The next step af-
ter the Memorandum of Under-
stand is a joint scope study that
will include market research,
configuration studies and eco-
nomic analysis.

In 2011 the total frade volume
between the two countries was
$6.85 billion. Indonesia also ranks
number 12th among Saudi tfrade
partners. This investment is seen
as an opportunity for Aramco to
capitalize on Indonesia’s grow-
ing downstream market.

Profits Up for Shell’s
Downstream Division

Royal Dutch Shell Plc posted
their highest downstream profits
since 2006 for the 2012 fiscal fourth
quarter. They earned $5.3 billion
worldwide in their downstream
division compared to $4.27 billion
during the same quarter last year.
Shell's total 2012 fourth quarter
earnings were $6.67 billion, which
were higher than 2011's fourth
quarter earnings at $6.5 billion.
However, total yearly profits de-
clined from $30.9 billion in 2011 to
$26.6 billion in 2012.

Shell also paid $11 bilion in
shareholder dividends in 2012,
making it the highest payer of
any oil company. Shell’s CEO Pe-
ter Voser promises to increase the
dividend payout by another 4.7
percent in 2013.

Delicto Wind Farm Up and Running In Italy

A new wind farm in the Apulia region of southern Italy is
operating and grid connected. The Deliceto Wind Farm
will produce around 57 GWh of electricity annually, fol-
lowing the installation of 16 1.5 MW turbines. The LTW80
gearless turbines were commissioned by project develop-
er, Elce Energia, and were manufactured by the Austrian
manufacturer Leitwind. The turbines were made at the
Telfs manufacturing plant in Austria and were delivered to
Italy within 6 months.

Favorable wind conditions have made Apulia one of
the tfop wind energy regions in Italy. The new turbines will
be added to Leitwind's previously installed wind farms
that already produce 40MW of wind energy. In addition
to the new turbines, Leitwind has also finalized a 15-year
full service contract, which according fo Leitwind's CEO
Anton Seeber, guarantees efficient energy production
and optimal technical availability.

Ocean Power Technologies Gets Contract for PowerBuoy Technology

Ocean Power Technologies (OPT) signed a ¥70 million
(approximately 900,000 USD) contract with Mitsui Engi-
neering and Shipbuilding in Japan. The contract will help
develop PowerBuoy power capture as well as wave tank
testing.

PowerBuoy is expected to finish the analysis and design
stage by the end of April 2013. Once this phase is com-
plete the next steps will be taken towards ocean ftrials

which would provide the basis for a prospective commer-
cial-scale OPT wave power station.

The Japanese government has recently identified wave
energy as a key component of their new strategy to in-
crease generating capacity of renewable energy. The
Japanese Minister of Environment set a goal of 1,500 MW
in new power generation capacity by 2030 using wave
and fidal power sources.

Wind Power in Australia Replaces Fossil Fuel with Cheaper Cost

According to recent research by Bloomberg New Ener-
gy Finance, wind power in Australia has become cheaper
for electricity generation than coal and natural gas. This
is following the introduction of charges on carbon emis-
sions. Once the price of carbon emissions are factored in,
coal-fired power plants and new natural gas stations will
supply electricity at rates of $143 and $116 per megawatt
hour, respectively. However, wind farms in Australia are
now capable of providing electricity at a cost of $80 per
megawatt hour, making it effectively cheaper than coal

Renewable tn

or natural gas. In addition to taxes on carbon emissions,
increased financing costs and gains in natural gas prices
have also pushed fossil fuel prices higher.

Michael Liebreich, CEO of Bloomberg New Energy Fi-
nance, believes that wind power's low cost relative to
conventional fossil fuels proves that clean energy has fi-
nally emerged as a game changer and has the potential
fo furn the economics of power systems on its head.

By EOG
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Huawei Telepresence
Meet the world from your
own meeting room.

Be everywhere you need to be without leaving your office, thanks to
the Huawei TP3106 Telepresence system. Backed by 600 patents, it
combines the best of video, audio and collaboration technologies
including HD 1080p 60fps displays, six microphones and AAC-LD
triple-track-broadband audio. Video conferencing has never been this
real, or this rewarding.

« Full interoperability with all major vendors
« 3 levels of security

 Custom installation

« Full technical support

enterprise.huawei.com
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<In Focus

Black Market Manipulation:

aily ques for petrol products are no longer sur- F
prising, they have become the norm as Egypt )

is increasingly forced to navigate the black
market to obtain energy essentials for daily life.

Increasingly a palpable sense of
anxiety can be felt concerning the
present and future availability of energy
products in Egypt. Consistent supplies of
oil, gas, butane, and particularly diesel,
are becoming difficult fo obtain. Diesel
shortages have created an ominous and
potentially dangerous situation greatly
exacerbated by the interference of the
black market. Black market dealers pose
a significant threat to consumers and
regulators and their growing influence
and interference in supply mechanisms
can be increasingly felt. Egypt Oil and
Gas investigates the black market for
diesel fuel in Egypt.

Causality and Elements of the Black Market

Opinions differconcerning the cause of
recentincreasesin black market activity,
although subsidies and smuggling are
often cited a primary factors. According
to General Ahmed Mewafy, Assistant
to the Minister of Supply and Interior
Trade, the Egypfion government
subsidizes petroleum products at a cost
of approximately 114 bilion Egyptian
pounds per year. Of this, approximately
48 billion pounds are allocated for diesel
subsidies. Government officials have
confinually justified energy subsidies as
a means to help the disadvantaged
and avoid increased political instability.
However, calls for subsidy reduction
have grown louder as the Egyptian
economy confinues to decline amidst
faltering tourism, rising inflation, and
currency devaluation.

Subsidies play a large role in the black
market as dealers can obtain diesel at
highly subsidized prices and illegally
smuggle supplies across borders to make

General Ahmed Mowa
Minister of Supply and Infi

1Ass‘fonf fo the
rTrope
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By Effat Mostafa

substantial profit. Countries such as
Turkey and Jordan are often recipients
of these black market supplies. The
Gaza Strip is another big recipient.
Gaza's proximity to Egypt, in addition
tfo their limited diesel supplies results in
an enficing and consistently profitable
option for black market dealers. The
amount of across-border smuggling is so
high that deadlers often have standing
arrangements with petrol stations here
in Egypt to consistently obtain subsidized
diesel. “There are many people who
benefit from the difference in the
market price and the subsidized price
creating a profit for them,” explains Eid
Rashad Abdel Qader, Assistant Professor
of Economics at Ain Shams University in
Cairo.

A lack of regulation and
standardization within the distribution
process creates the opportunity for
corruption and increased black market
activity. The high degree of variance in
the distribution of diesel amongst petrol
stations leaves some stations with large
quantities of fuel and others empty.
The disparity provides an opportunity
for individuals to manipulate quantities
in order to set aside large quantities for
black market sale. For example. supply
frucks can be loaded with 800 liters of
diesel yet only record 100 liters. Corrupt
petrol station owners and black market
dealers can then make huge profits
when they sell the unreported diesel on
the black market.

Inconsistent distribution and lack of
public information about supply further
creates opportunities for corruption,
albeit on a smaller scale. Ambiguity
concerning fuel supplies inevitably
results in rumors concerning impending
fuel shortages. Such an environment
confributes fo huge lines for small
amounts of diesel. When rumors of a
shortage spread, drivers rush to gas
stations and exhaust the supply within
a few hours. Once the stations run out
drivers will continue to wait in long lines
for hours until more diesel is delivered.
Drivers will offen circumvent the line by
bribing gas station attendants, who use
the opportunity to supplement meager
wages. Many times drivers are told they
will not have access to any fuel supplies
unless a bribe is given.

Fake diesel also plays a role in black

market activity. Fake diesel is comprised
of fuel and water, a mix sold by black
market dealers as legitimate diesel. The
mix, while highly profitable, is extremely
harmful to engines and fuel tanks.
Mostafa El Naggar, a bus driver in El
Rehab complained, “From the black
market, everything is mixed with water
so it is not fotally a pure diesel fuel.”
Damage stemming from the usage of
fake diesel in cars and microbuses can
range from 1000 to 2000 pounds in order
fo fix 